PREPARIMNG FOR A SUCCESSFUL RESEARCH TRIP
(Betty Kay Anderson, 10 Jan 2007)

Do ofl the records at HOME that you can befors you leavs:

Have you inferviewed al famiy membens about what they know. and have you ordered oll
appropriate Vial Records (www.cdc.gov/nchs/howlofw2wiw2welcom.hitm)

Chack the Family Hidory Library caotolog for the county you plan to vl ond tea what they have
Fimed for your courthouse — you kely will snty nead te do rare or edd recornds not fimed by LDS.

Saxch the Inftemet: some good websites loriginal, NOT sacondary mcaonds] ara

DAR Ubrary GRC Not’l Indec gro.dar.ong/dar fdamet/gre/gre.cfmAction=aveniew
rembes dar.org/dorffamat/gre/gre.cfm

www. herfagequestoniine.com

WAWW. NS Esn. Com

www.familysearch.org

olddiecionseach.oom (city directonies)

wyw.glorecords.bim.gov {ueaw of Lond Managemeant]

fome stote archivas are bacoming Increasngly digitized, o be sure and chacsk thalr website — you
may not need 1o go thera ot all.

Uza inter-Ewary locm be barmow avery locaol [county] Rstory pesslihs — you con make a ki from
WAL |00V (Library of Congress wabnlte}

Be sura fo make o complete Biolography of eaverything you hova ever looked ot and take B
with you -0 o 1o not dupdicate yvour previous work ond wosie your voluable ttme.

Make sure that you hove checked to see when the county was formed and which were ils porent
countias as for back as vour anceslors might have bean thera.

Use the HandybBook (or the Red Book or Source or George Schwettzer for your state ¥ he has done your state) 1o
make a list of al Bbrories and repositodes in your orea - wiite of emal o each thal you might visit and ask for
thel dotes and hours of openotion (hobdays, renovation, or other reduced hows ) during the time you plon to
ba thare, indude an SASE requesting any wiitten material they may have in their Speda Collectfions or Vertical
files. Hf tha State Library i anywhers near your destinalion, also de the same for them. Ba sure that you use tha
Intemeat 1o access the oniina cotologs for every fovory and prind fhem out whenewer postble. Do fkewise for the
Wmmmmmmwmmmmmemmmgm to store
their very elid records ot the state archives of an off-sile fociily, so be swe and ask thal question as wafl, you
may want e copy the appropriale poges from the Red Book to fake with you 1o show tha courthausa siaH. In
case they question the exklence of reconds you know they have.,

The Gensalogists Address Book by Elzabeth Bentley is on Invaluable resource for cddrasses In the area you are
visiting.

Comple the most complate Cemetery st possibla: witle the Historical ond Genedlogicol Sociafies, use
UsCGenWeb, consull E. Kay Kikhom's cametery book, andjor emal the local Bonaian unfll you e CERTAIN theat
you [t is complata. A directory of cemeteries with nks fo websiles can be found ot
www.doddesio.com/cemetery, You akso probably wont fo visit the lacal Funaral Homes - gef their
odreswes bafone you deport; 0 cormprehersive guade com be found ot
www.usafuneralhomesonline.com




Joln the joco Historical Society ard Gansalogicd Saciety; membanshin fo these groups opens daors that aren't
ottmrwise avoloble.

If jos 3n Newe York, in porficuicr] thene o Town or County Historon, be nume fo contact tham in odvance: moke
a olecr-cut appolirsen by ool

Try and datemmine the religious denorrinalion of your onoestorfs) bekors keeving, so you con valt the
cppopdaia chuch. ISGenWab Archives progect s o Ink 3o chuvch records arganined by sfale ot

www roctiweb com/—uscenweb/churches

woke o Bt of youe nasoarch goolk ond priosfitzs hem acconding jo record typs [desdcs, probates, comerary,
atc] - you con vse this It as kind of o “esearch fog™ ¥ you leaver anough bionk sooce 1o recond Tha resdis of
your seorches and yout' documentoiion

toteriok your shavuld Tovs with you: Yo phurls 1D, changa for coplas, foweleties tor chaaning your hands after
wsingy dirky neconds or in cemetedes, exira pencis, nofe paperin PAD form o you don't sk keaving loose pogss
behind), an urmbeelia for cematernies, other sain clothies ond parhaps boods [cometaies can ba crargiown),
your colf phone, ond snock food. )

Ba aure and use MopGuest or cfhar mathod to gat good direchions JEFCRE you dapart for ail the pioces you
Irdenc fo v

Your frip wil be Improvesd ¥ vou con get hold of o detoiied histodea mop of the antire o you Wil be visiing -
Jancihan Sheppard jgoogie i) bas a good supply. oy Do saveynl waksfes,

Toie dupicale coplac of ofl ndevant charts.,

Tregrhe o dotoied TIMELINE Bedors: ok cisport.

Keap o cay-to-doy mcord (diary) for each day of tha #ip: note in daiol what you found and whot you did not
fird. Metket a CARERL cHolon of ol your soivces. Moke friends with the Borasians and court house emplowvess,

50 vt you have a parsonat condoct when you retum, You may want 4o surchose 9 copry of the locol phone
Jiracsiory for use of hame.




